Windy Ridges Goldens Puppy Application Process
Thank you for inquiring about a Windy Ridges Golden Retriever puppy!! We appreciate your inquiry and hope you join our Golden Family!!
DAM: ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_______________________________
SIRE: _______________________________
Due/Whelped On: _______________________
Purchase Price: ___________
Deposit: $_____ is due to hold your spot on the Waiting List, the remaining __________ is due before or on the day the puppy goes home.
The "__________" Litter
I will explain the complete process starting with your inquiry all the way through to when the puppies join your family so you know what is going on throughout the course of 8-10 weeks. I want this to be a memorable and wonderful experience for you and I want you to feel like you have been a part of it every step of the way!
If you ever have any questions, please feel free to contact me!
The first step of the process is the point where you have decided that a Golden Retriever would be the most ideal dog for your family (and I agree with you 110 percent!! (If you have not done so already, please fill out my Puppy Questionnaire located on my website http://www.WindyRidgesGoldens.com and then click on the Litter Info link located on the left hand side of the Home page. There is a link to the Puppy Questionnaire in the middle of the page, click on the link and a Word Document will open, please fill it out completely and email it back to me as an attachment. 
After I have reviewed your Questionnaire, I will contact you and ask you any further questions I may have and answer any questions you may still have! We will also set up a day and time for you to come here and meet all of us! When you come out, you might not be able to meet the Sire of the litter because we may have used a stud that we do not own. 
We live on a farm so please do not wear nice clothes or shoes as it is often muddy at our house!  :)
 If we are all comfortable with each other, which is VERY important to me, then I will accept the deposit ($_______) at that time and you will be placed on the Waiting List. If you decide to not leave a deposit at that time, I cannot guarantee your placement on the Waiting List and a puppy may not still be available if you choose to contact me afterwards. After your deposit has been received, I will send you a Deposit Receipt Packet in the mail that includes, a receipt for your deposit, information on the parents including copies of their pedigrees, registrations and all clearance information, information on choosing a registered name for your new puppy that involves the Litter Theme, and also includes an explanation of what you need to bring with you on the day of pickup!

The first correspondence you will get regarding the Upcoming Litter is “your first puppy picture”, which is a picture of the dam’s ultrasound, which is done at around 29 days pregnant to confirm that the pregnancy has taken. The next update/picture will be when the dam is around 59 days pregnant. You will receive a picture of an x-ray which will just look like a bunch of bones! We have an x-ray done so we know approximately how many puppies we should be expecting. We will know how many puppies can be seen on the x-ray, but you will not! Each family is sent out the picture of the x-ray and “instructions” on what to look for to count puppies…. You will then send us your “guess”!!  We will notify every one of the family that had guessed the right (or closest) amount on the day the puppies are whelped!  The family that guesses the right amount or the closest amount will receive an extra “Goody” with their Goody bags on Take Home Day!
The whelping box is setup in our living room around constant noise and commotion. Once they graduate to a “puppy playpen”, the whelping box is disassembled and the puppy playpen goes up in its place. We also have a puppy playpen set up outside on the grass and one setup inside the barn. The puppies go outside during the day (depending on the weather), if the weather is bad or gloomy, they go in the playpen in the barn during the day. They come back in to the playpen in the house at night when we come in. We do this to get them accustomed to being “moved” and since we are outside most of the time, they are near us at all times whether it is in the house or outside!  

As you can expect, when we have a litter of puppies, our house is quite popular with family, friends and neighbors! Of course, outside visitors are only allowed to come over after they have had their first vaccine! In the meantime we socialize them thoroughly! One of us is always holding or playing with a puppy, even if we are just carrying one around while cleaning! 
We do not, nor will we EVER leave our puppies unsupervised. If they are running “free” they are within eyesight of us at all times.  
I have a webcam hooked up so the families can watch the puppies grow, it is turned on a few days before mommy is due so that you can watch the whole whelping live and it stays on until they are 5-7 weeks old and then I shut it down...(suspense for the families until they pick their puppies up!) We shut down the webcam once the puppies realize it is a nice “chew toy”. ( The website for the webcam is: ___________________. It is real time so whatever you are watching is happening at the present moment. The only time we shut down the webcam is when we are cleaning the puppies’ area, when the puppies go for an “adventure” (aka: a car ride) or when the puppies are outside in the playpen (sometimes I will take my laptop out there and hook the webcam up though) Otherwise it is up and running all the time! There may be sometimes where it will stop broadcasting due to technological issues beyond my control, as soon as I notice the issue; I fix it promptly so it should not offline too long!
I send out weekly updates of the puppy’s progress and milestones, pictures, videos, and an updated Weight Chart so you can keep track of the puppies progress and “watch them grow”. I want every family to feel as though they have been a part of the whole process! 
I begin neurological stimulation on them starting at 3 days old and continuing through 16 days old. Click here to read more about the Early Neurological Stimulation. I also gently pinch their paws, pull on their ears and tails while they are newborns, we do this daily until they are 3-4 weeks old. Everything a toddler would do to a puppy or adult; we do, so that they become used to being “pulled and tugged” on. This is especially important if they will be around young children.
Toenails are clipped every week starting at 2 weeks old, they are de-wormed at 2, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 weeks old and they receive their first Puppy Booster (vaccine) when they are 6 weeks old. The series of boosters is done at 6, 9, 12 and 16 weeks old.
When the puppies are 6 to 6 ½ weeks old, we have a Puppy Playdate and that is where all the families come out and meet and play with the puppies and also get a chance to meet each other as well! This is the first time you will get to see the puppies in person because I do not allow “outside visitors” near them until they have received their first vaccine. They are very susceptible to germs and their health is my top priority! This is when I ask you to bring a blanket or towel with you to leave with us to “capture” the scent of the mommy and littermates. You will take the towel/blanket home with you when you pick the puppy up and it makes their transition of being with their littermates to by themselves a little easier! I just ask that you please make sure to write your name on each blanket or towel you bring.

We do not believe in “picks received by order of deposits received”. We are with the puppies from birth to 8-10 weeks old. No one knows them like we do. You cannot possible pick a puppy that is “right” for you and your family by seeing them 2-3 times before they come to live with you. We have a lengthy Questionnaire and we get to know you and your family within the 3-4 months that you are on the Waiting List (maybe more sometimes). This is the reason why picking the right puppy for you and your family is important to us, we want to know exactly what you are looking for and try to match a puppies personality to your lifestyle. Each family is different in some way, so no two families are looking for the same thing when purchasing their new addition. It is our job to help place the right puppy with the right family. If there is not a puppy in the current litter that will “fit” your family and your lifestyle, we will let you know, we will not just give you any puppy. We want to make sure that the puppy and owner(s) are happy with each other, it is a 10-13 year commitment.
When the puppies are 7 weeks old (to the day), we perform the Volhard Aptitude Test on each puppy, this is usually my deciding factor on which puppy will be best for which family and vice-versa. If we have puppies from the litter going to performance homes, they will still have to be evaluated structurally so after that has been achieved, then that would be my deciding factor. You should know which puppy you are getting by the time they are 7-8 weeks old, or it may be longer, depending on the time of show/performance evaluations.
While the puppies are with us we make sure they have been on at least 10 different walking surfaces such as fleece, shavings, concrete, grass, plastic, tile, hardwood, carpeting, dirt, etc…. I also play a CD that has “loud” noises on it such as fireworks, trains, farm animals, loud trucks, vacuums, etc., I start familiarizing them as soon as they are born to as many noises I can.  We live on a farm so the puppies are around horses, cows, a goat, a donkey, rabbits and chickens. They also take “car trips” with us whenever they can. 
When they are 7 weeks old, we start separating them for a few hours at a time so that when they do go to their individual homes, the process is easier on them. We also start the process of potty training and crate training them while they are still with us. 
Right before they join your family, each puppy will be microchipped with a unique number, which will be registered when you pick your puppy up. You are put as the main contact and I remain on as the alternate/emergency contact, should you not be available, I will travel anywhere to get them and reunite them safely with you! This page will answer any questions you may have about the microchip: Microchip ID Systems   This is a requirement. I do not want any of my puppies to EVER end up in a shelter or the like and I will do whatever I have to to protect them from ever being in harm’s way.
The puppies will go home when they are 8-10 weeks old. If there are some puppies that are going to performance homes, they are evaluated at 8-8 1/2 weeks old, so we will know after that which puppy will be best for which family. When they go to their new homes, all the families will receive a goody bag filled with toys and a binder filled with all of your puppies important information, such as vaccine record, health certification, de-wormings, microchip info and ALOT more! We “tab” the binder so you can easily flip to a section. We do the paperwork for the microchip and the AKC Registration paperwork when you pick up your puppy and I send them all out at the same time so the families don't have to worry about it and I know they are registered for both. We do not leave you once you leave our driveway; we are here for you and your family throughout your new puppy’s lifetime. We “puppy-sit” for all of the families when they go on vacation, day trips, overnight trips, whatever it may be! The Boarding Contract will be included in your Take Home Binder. You can call us anytime of the day or night if you need us! You are given our cell phone numbers and all other forms of contact information. 
We put forth a lot of time and effort to make sure our puppies are well-rounded and well-adjusted puppies. We want to make sure both the puppies and the new families are well-suited for each other for many years to come! 
Please contact me if you have any questions regarding any of our process!  I hope to hear from you soon!!
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